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Cabinet Secretary for Government Business 

and Constitutional Relations 

Michael Russell MSP 

Ms Joan McAlpine MSP 

Convener 

Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee 

Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 

EH99 1SP  

16 October 2019 

Dear Joan 

I wrote to you and to the Convener of the Finance and Constitution Committee on 7 October 
to alert your committees to the twentieth meeting of the Joint Ministerial Committee on EU 
Negotiations [JMC (EN)] on 10 October. I am now writing to report on the Scottish 
Government’s actions at that meeting and provide you with a copy of the Joint Communiqué 
agreed at the meeting. 

The other Ministers attending were: 

 From the UK Government: The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, Rt Hon Michael
Gove MP; Minister of State at the Department for Exiting the European Union, Lord
Callanan and the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Scotland Office and
Northern Ireland Office, Robin Walker MP.

 In addition, the Secretary of State for Scotland, Rt Hon Alister Jack MP and the
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Wales Office, and Interim Parliamentary
Secretary (Minister for the Constitution), Kevin Foster MP dialled into the meeting.

 From the Welsh Government: The Counsel General and Brexit Minister, Jeremy Miles
AM.

In the absence of Ministers from the Northern Ireland Executive, a senior civil servant from the 
Northern Ireland Civil Service was in attendance. 

This meeting was held in Edinburgh and chaired by myself. Unfortunately we made little 
progress on the key matters of taking a ‘No Deal’ EU exit off the table and improving the 
dialogue among the different administrations. 
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On EU Exit readiness, I emphasised the ongoing need for the UK Government to share 

information and plans for their ‘No Deal’ preparations. I highlighted that a lack of adequate 

engagement on the part of the UK Government reduces the extent to which the Scottish 

Government is able to plan and prepare for impacts of ‘No Deal’. I raised a number of specific 

examples of why this is so important, including ensuring smooth passage of perishable exports 

and understanding the real-time data on import flows.  

I drew the Committee’s attention to both the Scottish Government and UK Government’s ‘No 

Deal’ planning documents, both published on 8 October. I suggested that these represented 

two views of the world and that our plan made clear our proposed mitigations but also sets out 

the specific issues that the UK Government needs to address.  

On EU exit negotiations, I expressed doubt on whether any agreement, should one be 

reached, could be implemented in the time left before 31 October. In particular little time is left 

for a Legislative Consent Memorandum in the Scottish Parliament, which would certainly be 

required given the scope of the expected implementing legislation. Finally I made clear that 

the current levels of engagement between the UK Government and ourselves remain 

inadequate, and that there is a step change required in our involvement alongside progress in 

the review of intergovernmental relations.  

On domestic issues, I welcomed the progress made on frameworks, but raised my concern 

about suggestions that the UK Government proposes to withdraw from level playing field 

commitments. This would have negative implications and will inevitably lead to a lowering of 

standards in employment protection, human rights, environmental regulation and other areas.  

I stressed the importance of having an objective, rules based, framework for standards as part 

of the underpinning for common frameworks within the UK. 

I attach the Joint Communiqué which was agreed at the meeting. 

MICHAEL RUSSELL 
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JOINT MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE (EU NEGOTIATIONS) COMMUNIQUE 

 

10 October 2019 

 

 

The twentieth Joint Ministerial Committee (EU Negotiations) met today in St Andrews House 

in Edinburgh. The meeting was chaired by Michael Russell, Cabinet Secretary for Government 

Business and Constitutional Relations.  

 

The attending Ministers were: 

 

From the UK Government: The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, Rt Hon Michael Gove 

MP; the Minister of State for Exiting the European Union, Lord Callanan; The Parliamentary 

Under Secretary of State at the Northern Ireland Office, Robin Walker MP. 

 

The Secretary of State for Scotland, Rt Hon Alister Jack MP; and the Parliamentary Under 

Secretary of State for Wales, Kevin Foster MP, dialled in. 

 

From the Scottish Government: The Cabinet Secretary for Government Business and 

Constitutional Relations, Michael Russell MSP. 

 

From the Welsh Government: The Counsel General and Brexit Minister, Jeremy Miles AM. 

 

A senior official from the Northern Ireland Civil Service attended the meeting due to the 

continued absence of a Northern Ireland Executive. 

 

The Committee discussed the UK’s exit from the EU, including developments on exit readiness 

and negotiations and the role of the devolved administrations in EU exit negotiations. The 

Committee also discussed domestic issues, including the joint work on common frameworks. 


